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Christmas Markets and Historical Battlefields!
Nov 29, 2026 - Dec 7, 2026

This incredible journey begins with all of us coming together as one group in Frankfurt —
the perfect starting point to connect, settle in, and build excitement for what lies ahead.
From there, the adventure becomes uniquely yours.

Following our overnight stay, the group will divide into two carefully curated paths. One
path leads into the twinkling heart of Germany’s Christmas Markets, filled with festive
lights, seasonal treats, and holiday cheer. The other invites travelers to step back in time
on a deeply meaningful Military History and Battlefield journey, where powerful stories and
historic landscapes offer moments of reflection and discovery.

After four nights spent following your chosen adventure, we’ll reunite once again in the
charming town of Koblenz, Germany. Here, we’ll share stories, laughter, and a few special
group experiences as we soak in the warmth of the season together — a fitting and festive
close before heading home, carrying memories that will linger long after the holidays have
passed!

Pricing:

Christmas Market Tour Group

Frankfurt (1 night), Christmas Market Tour (4 nights), and Koblenz (2 nights)*
Double Occupancy: $4,225, per person

*Pricing includes: Transfers, accommodations, breakfast daily, excursions as noted and
additional meals as noted.



Page 2 of 6

Military History Tour Group (13 maximum attendees)

Frankfurt (1 night), Military History Tour (4 nights), and Koblenz (2 nights)**

Double Occupancy: $3,937, per person

**Pricing includes: Transfers, accommodations, breakfast, lunch and dinner (beverages
are additional), and additional meals as noted.

Pricing does not include: International airfare, travel insurance protection, Guide
Gratuities, items of a personal nature, or anything not specifically noted.

Please note: This adventure is designed to be wonderfully flexible, especially for couples.
You’re welcome to travel side by side for the entire journey, or mix things up and choose
different experiences during the split portion of the trip — whatever feels right for you.

No matter which path you choose, we’ll all begin together in Frankfurt, Germany, and
come back together again in Koblenz, Germany at the end of the journey.

Each traveler can decide which experience speaks to them most — the festive Christmas
Market Tour, the immersive Military History & Battlefield Tour, or the same tour together as
a couple. If you and your travel partner choose different adventures, a single-room option
is available during that portion of the trip for added comfort and ease.

In the end, it all comes back together with shared time, stories, and festive moments in
Koblenz — the perfect way to close the journey and head into the holiday season.

For final pricing, to reserve your spot, and for questions, please contact Chris
(chris@stonearchtravel.com).
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November 29 - Sunday

Departing flights: Minneapolis to Frankfurt, Germany
Today we will depart Minneapolis for our trip to Germany! (Flights to be booked and paid separately.)

November 30 - Monday

Arrive Frankfurt!
Upon arrival in Frankfurt, we will collect our bags, clear passport control and meet our prearranged transfer to our hotel.

Avani Frankfurt City Hotel
Accommodations: Avani Frankfurt City Hotel (1 night)

Frankfurt has a wonderful way of blending old-world charm with modern energy, and staying in the city center lets you
experience it effortlessly.

Our hotel is just a pleasant stroll from Zeil Street, one of Europe’s most beloved shopping promenades, where cafés,
boutiques, and people-watching naturally fill the day.

With Konstablerwache metro station just around the corner, exploring the city feels easy and unhurried—perfect for
discovering Frankfurt at your own pace (if you have the energy upon arrival!)

Whether you choose to wander a bit, shop, or simply soak up the atmosphere, everything you need is close at hand!

Christmas Market Tour and Military History Tour Meet and Greet!
Time: 5:30 PM
Meeting location: TBD

Later this afternoon, before heading dinner, we will meet Randy and Graham Gaulke, the incredible father/son team that
will be leading the Military History Tour!

Whether you are joining the Military Tour, or taking the Christmas Market Tour, join us as we meet, catch-up and get briefed
on the days ahead!

Following our meeting time, dinner tonight is on your own.

December 1 - Tuesday

One Group...Becomes Two!
Following breakfast this morning, our group divides and our adventures truly begin.

One group will be swept up in the sparkle and festive charm of Germany’s Christmas Markets — wandering through
glowing stalls filled with twinkling lights, seasonal music, and the irresistible scent of mulled wine, with thoughtfully curated
sightseeing woven in along the way.

The second group will step back in time, walking the hallowed grounds of WWII battlefields and tracing the powerful stories
that still echo across these landscapes today. This deeply moving experience will be led by the remarkable father-and-son
team, Randy and Graham Gaulke of Knee Deep in History, whose passion and insight bring history vividly to life.

After our four-night, five-day explorations, the two groups will reunite once again in the charming riverside town of Koblenz.
Here, we’ll enjoy two lovely nights together, share a couple of special group experiences, and stroll through the enchanting
Koblenz Christmas Market before departing for our journeys home — connected by shared memories and stories from two
unforgettable paths.

* Christmas Market Group
Our day begins following breakfast, when we wish our companions safe and we meet our guide and private coach in the
lobby for a our short drive to Heidelberg, via Speyer!
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Upon arrival in Speyer, we will have free time to explore the Christmas market and enjoy lunch on own before continuing to
Heidelberg.

Once we arrive in Heidelberg, we will have a fun tour of the city, with admission to Heidelberg Castle and Courtyard.

Following check-in at our hotel, the remainder of the day is ours to explore the Heidelberg Christmas Market!
Dinner will be on our own.

Accommodations: Marriott Heidelberg (1 night)

-3 hr 45 min -

**Military History Tour Group
Frankfurt — Hiirtgen Forest — Biitgenbach

This morning, we will depart Frankfurt at 8:00 AM and make our way toward the Hiirtgen Forest (approximately a 3 hour
and 45 minute drive), one of the most challenging and heartbreaking battlefields of WWII. Between mid-September and
mid-December 1944, several U.S. divisions were pulled into this dense, hilly terrain, and the fighting became a grinding,
exhausting struggle.

The 28th Infantry Division alone suffered more than 6,000 casualties here. Walking this ground gives us a powerful sense
of just how difficult the conditions were. It’s a sobering and important start to understanding what came next in the
Ardennes.

Overnight: Hotel du Lac, Blitgenbach, Belgium

December 2 - Wednesday

*Christmas Market Group
This morning following breakfast, our private coach will arrive at the hotel and transfer our group to Cologne, with touring
along the way!

Our first stop will be Bacharach, where we will have free time to explore the picturesque Old Town.

Next up: a drive along the Rhine River, to a lovely local restaurant for our included lunch.

Following lunch, we will continue on to Bonn, where we will have time to soak up the Bonn Christmas Market! After a few
treats (and possibly sweets!), we will continue on to Cologne, where we will stay for the next 2 nights.

Dinner tonight is on our own.

Accommodations: Hotel Mondial am Dom Cologne (2 nights)

**Military History Group
Northern Shoulder of the Bulge & Henri-Chapelle

Today we head into the heart of the Ardennes, focusing on the northern sector of the Battle of the Bulge.
We'll explore:

« Elsenborn Ridge — where American forces made one of their strongest defensive stands

 The Siegfried Line (Westwall) — with its bunkers and dragon’s teeth fortifications

» Skyline Drive — following the story of the 106th Infantry Division and the encirclement they faced in the battle’s opening
days

In the afternoon, we'll visit the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery, the final resting place of more than 7,000 American
soldiers. It's a peaceful and moving place, and an important moment to pause and reflect.

Overnight: Hotel du Lac, Blitgenbach, Belgium
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December 3 - Thursday

*Christmas Market Group

This morning following breakfast, we will meet our guide for a walking tour of Cologne's Old Town. Following our morning
tour, with admission to Cologne Cathedral, the remainder of our day will be free to visit and explore the Christmas Markets
at leisure.

Lunch and dinner will be on our own today.

**Military History Group
Kampfgruppe Peiper & Aachen Christmas Market

Our day begins with the dramatic story of Kampfgruppe Peiper, the armored spearhead of the 6th SS Panzer Army. We’ll
follow their advance—one of the most well-known episodes of the campaign—until their eventual encirclement near La
Gleize.

Later in the afternoon, the mood lightens as we head to the Aachen Christmas Market, one of Germany’s oldest and most
charming holiday markets. Enjoy the festive atmosphere, warm drinks, and seasonal treats before we return to our hotel.

Overnight: Hotel du Lac, Biitgenbach, Belgium

December 4 - Friday

*Christmas Market Group
Following breakfast this morning, we will begin our day by visiting the beautiful little town of Monschau, exploring the town
and Christmas Market and enjoying lunch on our own.

When we are ready, we will continue on to Aachen, where we will stay for the night, allowing us time to explore and savor
their beautiful Christmas Market during our stay!

Dinner in Aachen tonight is on our own.

Accommodations: Novotel Aachen City Hotel (1 night)

**Military History Group
The Siege of Bastogne.

Today we shift our attention to the advance of the 5th SS Panzer Army toward Bastogne, one of the most pivotal locations
of the entire Battle of the Bulge. This is where the German push met determined American resistance as both sides fought
for control of this crucial crossroads town.

Overnight: Hotel Leo Station, Bastogne, Belgium

December 5 - Saturday

*Christmas Market Group
This morning, following breakfast, we will have a morning walking tour of central Aachen, including the Aachen Cathedral.

Following our morning walk, we will have free time to enjoy lunch on our own and a final visit to the Aachen Christmas
Market before we board our coach to transfer to Koblenz, where our full group will meet up and be together again!

**Military History Group
The Bastogne Perimeter and Return to Koblenz

This morning, we focus on the Bastogne perimeter, where American forces—most famously the 101st Airborne—held the
line despite being surrounded, outgunned, and battered by winter weather.

We will have time to visit one of two excellent museums:
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1) The Bastogne War Museum and the nearby Mardasson Memorial, or
2) The 101st Airborne Museum, (this may be especially meaningful for Mike Scherer)
We'll also stop at the Recogne German War Cemetery, offering an important contrast to yesterday’s visit.

This afternoon, we will make our way to Koblenz where we will rejoin the Christmas Market Group, stopping en route at the
Luxembourg American Cemetery, where General George S. Patton and thousands of U.S. servicemen rest.

Overnight: Hotel WohnGut Koblenz, Mercure Koblenz or similar.

Two Groups Are Back To One!
Later this afternoon, our two groups will reunite in the beautiful riverside town of Koblenz, Germany — a perfect moment for
reconnecting, reflecting, and sharing stories from our days spent exploring different paths.

This evening, we’ll gather together for an included group dinner, where laughter, conversation, and lively exchanges will
flow as easily as the wine.

It will be a wonderful opportunity to catch up on the week’s adventures and celebrate the memories we’ve created, both
together and apart!

Accommodations: Hotel Sander, Koblenz, Germany. (2 nights)

December 6 - Sunday

Randy and Graham Departure
This morning, Randy and Graham will depart, bringing the Military History journey to a close; leaving our History and
Battlefield Tour attendees with memories to last a lifetime.

Exploring Koblenz and a visit to Drachenburg Castle and Christmas Market
Following our goodbyes to Randy and Graham, and breakfast, our full group will enjoy a morning city overview tour of
Koblenz.

After our tour, we will board our coach for the short ride to Drachenburg (the castle on the hill!), where we will board a
cogwheel train for our ride to the top, to enjoy the beautiful castle and the medieval Christmas Market that surrounds it!

Following a guided visit of the castle, we will have time to enjoy the Medieval Christmas market, and have lunch on our
own. When we are ready, we will take the cogwheel train back down the hill, for our return to Koblenz.

This evening, the dinner is on our own.

December 7 - Monday

Returning flights to Minneapolis
This morning, our included transfer will take us back to Frankfurt, where we bid Verabschiedung! to Germany, and make
our way back home for the holiday season! (Flights to be booked and paid separately.)



